STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana – 141 001.




…… Complainant





          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o The Director,

Social Security, Women & Child Development Deptt., Pb.,

SCO No. 102 – 103, Sector – 34 A,

Chandigarh.







…… Respondent





  CC - 3686 of 2009



             

 


                      ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the complainant.  

Sh. Gurjinder Singh, Deputy Director, Social Security, Women & Child Dev. Deptt., Pb., Chandigarh, Sh. Gurinder Pal Singh, Clerk, Admn. Br., Pb. Health Systems Corporation, Phase – 6, Mohali, Dr.A.S.Thind, Joint Director, Director, Medical Education, Pb., Chd. 
1.

On the last date of hearing, on 08.04.2010 the respondent had been directed to provide deficient information pertaining to Items II (J), to (O) and V. 
2.

During the proceedings today, it transpires, that information pertaining to Item V has been sent to the complainant vide letter No. 601 dated 15.4.2010.  The respondent PIO from the Director Research and Medical Education requests for additional period to supply information pertaining to Item II (J) to (O).  Accordingly deficient information will be sent by 28.4.2010 with a copy to the Commission.  
3. 

To come up for confirmation of compliance of orders on 4.05.2010 at 2.00 PM. 

4. 

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties and to Director Research and Medical Education, Pb., SCO:87, Sector-40C, Chandigarh. 
Chandigarh





      ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




     Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


     Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Hari Singh, 

S/o Sh. Karam Singh, 

R/o Vill. Nadalon,

Block. Mahilpur, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur. 





…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Block Development & Panchayat Officer, 

Mahilpur, Distt. Hoshiarpur.



…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1274 of 2010




ORDER

Present:   
None on behalf of the Complainant or respondent.

Sh. Jagsir Singh, Distt. Welfare Officer, Bathinda. 

1.

Neither the complainant nor the respondent is present.  One more opportunity is provided to the Complainant to progress his case.  

2.

To come up on 29.4.2010 at 2.00 PM. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


         Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Mohan Singh, 

S/o Sh. Bishan Singh,

R/o H.No.12170, St.No.3,

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,

Naurna Road, Bathinda. 




…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The  Distt. Welfare Officer 

SCs & BCs, Ambedkar Bhawan, 

Power House, Bathinda. 




…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1345 of 2010






ORDER

Present:   
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Sh. Jagsir Singh, Destt. Welfare Officer,Bathinda. 

1.

The case relates to seeking copies of documents.  Initial request was filed on 02.02.2010 and on not receiving a response, the Complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 9.3.2010.

2.

During the proceedings today, the respondent present states that requisite information has been supplied to the complainant on 11.3.2010.  The Complainant has confirmation.  The case disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


        Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Dalip Singh Pandhi,

Member, Pb. State Scheduled Castes Commission,

R. No. 26, Floor 3,

Pb. Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.



…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Director,

Weflare of SCs/BCs, Pb.,

128 – 129, Sector 34 – A,

Chandigarh.






 …..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 921 of 2010


 

                  ORDER

Present:   
Sh. Dalip Singh Pandhi, Complainant in person.

Smt. Anjana Sandhu, APIO – cum – Dy. Director O/o Directorate of Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb. and Sh. Gurdev Singh, Senior Assistant, Scheme Branch, O/o Directorate of  Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb., Chandigarh.

1.

The case came up for confirmation of compliance of orders issued on 13.04.2010.  
2.

During the proceedings today, it transpires that the information has been sent vide letter No.473 dated 20.4.2010.  The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


             Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Dalip Singh Pandhi,

Member, Pb. State Scheduled Castes Commission,

R. No. 26, Floor 3,

Pb. Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.



…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Director,

Weflare of SCs/BCs, Pb.,

128 – 129, Sector 34 – A,

Chandigarh.






 …..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 920 of 2010


 

                  ORDER

Present:   
Sh. Dalip Singh Pandhi, Complainant in person.

Smt. Anjana Sandhu, APIO – cum – Dy. Director O/o Directorate of Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb. and Sh. Gurdev Singh, Senior Assistant, Scheme Branch, O/o Directorate of  Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb., Chandigarh.

1.

The case came up for confirmation compliance of orders issued on 13.04.2010.  

2.

During the proceedings today, it transpires that the information has been sent vide letter No.473 dated 21.4.2010.  The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


      Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Mrs. Kulwinder Kaur , 

W/o Sh. Balwinder Singh,

Vill. Kadiana, 

P.O: Anandpur Doaba, 

Distt. Jalandhar. 





…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Director, 

SC/BCs Welfare Department, Pb., 

SCO: 128-29, Sector-34A, 

Chandigarh. 






…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1270 of 2010






ORDER

Present:   
None on behalf of the complainant. 
Smt. Anjana Sandhu, Dy. Director O/o Directorate of Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb. and Sh. Gurdev Singh, Senior Assistant, Scheme Branch, O/o Directorate of  Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb., Chandigarh.

1.

The case relates to seeking a copy of letter No.S-26/28418 dated 20.11.2008.  Initial request was filed on 4.12.2009.  On not receiving a response the complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 2.3.2010.
2.

During the proceedings today, the respondent present states that requisite information has been sent vide letter No.2/57/10/S-19/459 dated 19.4.2010. The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner 

 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


        Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Er. Kamaljit Singh Gill,

Er.-in-Chief PSEB ®,

73 – A, SAS Nagar,

Jalandhar City.





…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Director,

Weflare of SCs/BCs, Pb.,

128 – 129, Sector 34 – A,

Chandigarh.






 …..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 898 of 2010


 

                  ORDER

Present:   
Er. Kamaljit Singh Gill, Complainant in person.

Smt. Anjana Sandhu, Dy. Director O/o Directorate of Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb. and Sh. Gurdev Singh, Senior Assistant, Scheme Branch, O/o Directorate of  Welfare of SCs/BCs, Pb., Chandigarh.

1.

On the last date of hearing on 13.4.2010, on request of the Complainant an additional opportunity was given to him to progress his case.  .

2.

During the proceedings today, the case was discussed item-wise.  It emerges that information as it existed on record stands supplied.  The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


       Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Rakesh Kumar Singla,

Press Correspondent,

Near OBC Bank,

Lehragaga 148031, 

Distt. Sangrur. 





…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Block Development & Panchayat Officer, 

Lehragaga, Distt. Sangrur. 




…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 754 of 2010


 


        ORDER

Present:   
Sh. Rakesh Kumar Singla, Complainant in person.

 

Sh. Malak Singh Sidhu, BDPO, Lehragaga. 

1.

On the last date of hearing on 01.04.2010 the respondent had been directed to provide requisite information to the Complainant.  The PIO respondent was to be personally present. 
2.

During the proceedings today, the PIO respondent Sh. Malak Singh Sidhu is personally present.  He requests for additional time of one week for providing deficient information.  Accordingly the deficient information will be provided to the Complainant by 30.04.2010.  On the next date of hearing, the respondent PIO will be personally present with a copy of information supplied. 

3.

To come up on 04.05.2010 at 2.00 PM.

4.  
Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.

Chandigarh





       ( P.K.Grover )

Dated: 22.04.2010.




      Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






             State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


      Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Ashok Kumar (Lambardar),

H.No.356, Vill. Rampur Sani,

P.O; Partap Nagar, 

Teshil. Nangal, Distt. Ropar. 



…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Principal Secretary to Govt. Pb., 

Deptt. of Industries, Pb., 

Udyog Bhawan, Sector-17A,

Chandigarh. 






…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1249 of 2010


ORDER

Present:
Sh. Ashok Kumar (Lambardar), complainant in person. 

Sh.G.S.Sandhu, Manager, Legal, Pb.State Industries Corporation, Pb., Chandigarh. 

1.

The case relates to providing a copy of the enquiry report to the Complainant.  Initial request was filed on 24.1.2009 and on not receiving a response the complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 23.4.2009.

2.

During the proceedings, today, the Complainant states that he has received no information so far.   The respondent present has not been briefed about the case and has come without any preparation.  Therefore, Sh.J.S.Randhawa, PIO is directed to provide information to the Complainant at the earliest but not later than 28.4.2010.  On the next date of hearing the PIO respondent will be personally present with a copy of information sent to the Complainant.  He will also submit an affidavit explaining reasons for the delay in providing information and showing cause as to why penalty not be imposed on him under provisions of Section 20 of the RTI Act for the delay in providing information and why compensation not be awarded to the Complainant for the detriment being suffered.  He is also given an opportunity under Section 20 proviso for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  He may take note that in case he does not file his written response and does not avail himself of the opportunity of personal hearing on the date  fixed, it will be presumed that he has nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed
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to take further proceedings against him ex parte.  This affidavit will be submitted by 28.4.2010.  
3.

The case will come up for hearing on 04.05.2010 at 2.00 PM. 

4. 

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.
Chandigarh





      
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




             Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            

State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


     Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Deepak Thakur, 

VPO. Talwara (Haller),

Tehsil. Mukerian, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur. 





…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Managing Director, 

Sarvahitkari Vidya  Mandir Sr. Sec. School,

Talwara Township. 





…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1288 of 2010


ORDER

Present:
Sh. Deepak Thakur, complainant in person. 

Ms.Indu Bali, Advocate for the respondent. 

1.

The case relates to seeking information regarding functioning of respondent school.  It was filed on 31.8.2009.   On not receiving a response the Complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 3.3.2010. 

2.

During the proceedings, today, the complainant was asked to justify whether the school was under the provision of Section 2 (h) of the RTI Act.  He is unable to do so.  The respondent present makes a written submission dated 18.4.2010.  She states that it was directed in MR.21/2007 on 21.6.2008 by Hon’ble Mrs.Rupan Deol Bajaj, SIC that the respondent institute does not fall within the purview of 
Section 2(h) of the RTI Act.  Appeal of the Complainant is dismissed and the case is disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.
Chandigarh





      
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




             Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            

State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


      Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Narinder Kumar, 

R/o 8200/I.B,

New Maya Nagar, St.No.15, 

New Tubewell Haibowal Kalan,

Ludhiana. 






…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o Punjab State Electricity Board, 

Agar Nagar, Opp. Verka Milk P lant,

Ferozepur Road, Ludhiana. 



…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1244 of 2010


ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the complainant. 

Respondent from PSEB, Unit-II, Ldh.  

1.

The case relates to seeking information regarding HT Lines. Initial request containing five items was filed on 28.10.2009 and on not getting a response the complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 16.3.2010. 

2.

During the proceedings, today, the respondent states that information has been sent by registered post vide letter No. 1480 dated 19.4.2010.  He submits a copy of information sent to the Complainant.  The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 

3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.
Chandigarh





      
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




             Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            
State Information Commissioner 
 

Sh. Narinder Kumar, Complainant came to the Commission at 3.30 PM.  The above mentioned order was read to him. 

Chandigarh





      
     ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




                Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






                           State Information Commissioner 

 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


        Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Narinder Kumar, 

R/o 8200/I.B,

New Maya Nagar, St.No.15, 

New Tubewell Haibowal Kalan,

Ludhiana. 






…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o  The Sub Divisional Officer, 

Punjab State Electricity Board, 

Unit- II, Agar Nagar, Opp. Verka Milk Plant,

Ferozepur  Road, Ludhiana. 



…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1245 of 2010


ORDER

Present:
None on behalf of the complainant. 

Respondent from PSEB, Unit-II, Ldh.  

1.

The case relates to seeking information regarding HT Lines. Initial request containing five items was filed on 28.10.2009 and on not getting a response the Complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 16.3.2010. 

2.

During the proceedings, today, the respondent states that information has been sent by registered post vide letter No. 1481 dated 19.4.2010.  He submits a copy of information sent to the complainant.  The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 
3.

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties.
Chandigarh





      
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




             Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            
State Information Commissioner 
 

Sh. Narinder Kumar, Complainant came to the Commission at 3.30 PM.  The above mentioned order was read to him. 

Chandigarh





      
     ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




                Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






                 State Information Commissioner 


STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Gurdial Singh, 

S/o S. Harnam Singh,

R/o H.No.1, Gali No.2,

Bhai Himat Singh Nagar,

Dhuri Line, Block-C,

Ludhiana. 






…..…… Complainant 





          Vs

Public Information Officer,  

O/o The Estate Officer, 

Greater Ludhiana Area Development Authority, 

Ludhiana. 






…..…… Respondent


    
  CC – 1312 of 2010


ORDER
Present:
Sh. Gurdial Singh, Complainant in person.

Sh. Daljit Singh, Senior Assistant O/o GLADA, Ludhiana. 

1.

The case relates to a revenue matter.  Initial request was sent on 31.12.2009.  There has been a protracted correspondence between the Complainant and the respondent.  On not being satisfied the Complainant filed an appeal with the Commission on 27.2.2010.

2.

During the proceedings, today, the respondent makes a written submission vide letter No.PIO-GLADA-Ldh:-2010/3130 dated 19.4.2010.  The case was discussed item wise.  It emerges that the requisite information has been provided.  The case is therefore, disposed of and closed. 
3.  

Announced in the hearing.  Copies be sent to both the parties. 

Chandigarh





      
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




             Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            

State Information Commissioner 

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Kamal Anand

Telephone Exchange Road,

Near Sainik Rest House

Sangrur





                         …… Complainant




          

 Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Council for Value Added Horticulture of Punjab,

SCO No. 358 -359, Sector 34 – A,

Chandigarh – 160 034.





         …… Respondent

                           CC – 1969 of 2009

      

ORDER

1.         
On 09.03.2010, Order regarding imposition of penalty for the delay in providing information and award of compensation to the Complainant for the detriment suffered was reserved. 

2.         
The case relates to seeking information pertaining to formation and functioning of the respondent.  Initial request containing 28 items was sent on 27.05.2009 and on not being satisfied with the response sent on 29.6.2009 the complainant filed a complaint with the Commission under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005 on 08.07.2009.

3.  

Information and response to various observations submitted 
by the Complainant was provided in parts vide letters No. CVHP/RTI(5)/2009/751 dated 9.12.2009, No. CVHP/RTI(5)/2009/754 dated 21.12.2009, No. CVHP/RTI(5)/2009/756 dated 30.12.2009, No. CVHP/RTI(5)/2010/766 dated 13.01.2010, No. CVHP/RTI(5)/2010/789 dated 24.02.2010 and  No. CVHP/RTI(5)/2010/796 dated 8.03.2010.

4.       
Since complete information was provided after about nine months, the respondent PIO was directed to submit an affidavit by 13.03.2010 explaining and justifying as to why penalty not be imposed on him and why compensation not be given for the detriment being suffered by the Complainant.  A copy was to be endorsed to the Complainant who was free to send his observations on the affidavit.
Contd page..2..
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5.     

 The Respondent PIO Sh. G. S. Nain submitted an affidavit (undated and unattested) vide letter No. CVHP/RTI/2010/797 dated 10.03.2010. Through this affidavit he has not submitted any specific reasons for the delay in providing information.  In fact, he has not even justified that he has acted in a diligent and reasonable manner. The Complainant submitted his observations vide his letter dated 4.4.2010.  He has highlighted that as per him no part of information sought was exempt under any provisions of Sec 8. He has further averred that the respondent has provided false and misleading information from time to time. 

6.        
I have carefully perused all documents placed on record.  I am of the view that there has been delay in providing information which is predominately due to non-implementation of the provisions of the RTI Act by the Respondent.  The Respondent initially denied a part of information on the grounds of exemption under Section 8(1) (d) and 8(1) (j).  Also, it was being denied/ delayed on the grounds of being voluminous.  On occasions, information provided was reviewed to provide correct and authenticated information after it was pointed out to him to verify/ review.  The delay is also because of the mis-interpretation of various provisions of the RTI Act. I, thus, hold the PIO responsible for this delay.
7.    

Accordingly ends of justice will be met if a penalty of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousands only) is imposed on Sh. G. S. Nain, PIO of the Respondent.  This amount will be deposited by 5.6.2010.

8.    

As regards compensation ends of justice will be met, if the Complainant is compensated for the detriment he has suffered in obtaining this information.  Accordingly, a sum of Rs.2000/- (Rupees Two thousands only) is awarded to the Complainant as compensation which will be paid to him by the respondent by 1.5.2010.
9.       

To come up for confirmation of compliance of orders on 8.6.2010 at 
2.00 PM.

10.      
Copies be sent to both the parties and to Sh N S Kang, IAS Financial Commissioner (Development) and Principal Secretary to Government of Punjab, Department of Agriculture for taking necessary cognizance.
Chandigarh





      
  ( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




             Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            

State Information Commissioner 

 
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector-17C, Chandigarh.

 


Visit us at: www.infocommpunjab.com
Sh. Kamal Anand

Telephone Exchange Road,

Near Sainik Rest House

Sangrur





                            …… Complainant




          

 Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Council for Citrus & Agriculture Punjab,

SCO No. 358 -359, Sector 34 – A,

Chandigarh – 160 034.





         …… Respondent

                     CC – 1970 of 2009

      

ORDER

1.        On 09.03.2010, Order regarding imposition of penalty for the delay in providing information and award of compensation to the Complainant for the detriment suffered was reserved. 

2.        The case relates to seeking information pertaining to formation and functioning of the respondent.  Initial request containing 28 items was sent on 27.05.2009 and on not being satisfied with the response sent on 29.6.2009 the complainant filed a complaint with the Commission under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005 on 08.07.2009.

3. Information and response to various observations submitted 
by the Complainant was provided in parts vide letters No. CAJP/RTI(5&6)/2009/3784 dated 8.10.2009, No. CAJP/RTI(6)/2009/Spl-1 dated 16.10.2009, No. CAJP/RTI(6)/2009/3903 dated 30.12.2009, No. CAJP/RTI(6)/2010/3926 dated 13.01.2010, No. CAJP/RTI(6)/2010/3799  dated 24.02.2010, No. CAJP/RTI(6)/2010/3839  dated 5/8.03.2010 and CAJP/RTI(6)/2010/3845 dated 9.3.2010.
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4.      Since complete information was provided after about nine months, the respondent PIO was directed to submit an affidavit by 15.03.2010 explaining and justifying as to why penalty not be imposed on him and why compensation not be given for the detriment being suffered by the Complainant.  A copy was to be endorsed to the Complainant who was free to send his observations on the affidavit.
5.    The Respondent PIO Sh. G. S. Nain submitted an affidavit (undated and unattested) vide letter No. CAJP/RTI/2010/3847 dated 10.03.2010. Through this affidavit he has not submitted any specific reasons for the delay in providing information.  In fact, he has not even justified that he has acted in a diligent and reasonable manner. The Complainant submitted his observations vide his letter dated 4.4.2010.  He has highlighted that as per him no part of information sought was exempt under any provisions of Sec 8. He has further averred that the respondent has provided false and misleading information from time to time. 

6.       I have carefully perused all documents placed on record.  I am of the view that there has been delay in providing information which is predominately due to non-implementation of the provisions of the RTI Act by the Respondent.  The Respondent initially denied a part of information on the grounds of exemption under Section 8(1) (d) and 8(1) (j).  Also, it was being denied/ delayed on the grounds of being voluminous.  On occasions, information provided was reviewed to provide correct and authenticated information after it was pointed out to him to verify/ review.  The delay is also because of the mis-interpretation of various provisions of the RTI Act. I, thus, hold the PIO responsible for this delay.
7.   Accordingly ends of justice will be met if a penalty of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousands only) is imposed on Sh. G. S. Nain, PIO of the Respondent.  This amount will be deposited by 5.6.2010.
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8.   As regards compensation, ends of justice will be met, if the Complainant is compensated for the detriment he has suffered in obtaining this information.  Accordingly, a sum of Rs.2000/- (Rupees Two thousands only) is awarded to the Complainant as compensation which will be paid to him by the respondent by 1.5.2010.
9.      To come up for confirmation of compliance of orders on 8.6.2010 at 2 PM.

10.     Copies be sent to both the parties and to Sh N S Kang, IAS Financial Commissioner (Development) and Principal Secretary to Government of Punjab, Department of Agriculture for taking necessary cognizance.
Chandigarh





      
( P.K.Grover )

Dated:  22.4.2010




          Lt. Gen. (Retd.)






            

State Information Commissioner 

